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pathologist with tastes inclined to 
organization and administration 
rather than teaching. 

With regard to research, it is 
suggested that the organization 
throughout the proposed health 
service would facilitate inquiry into 
the causes of disease. It is sug- 
gested that the facts showing the 
need for inquiry might often be 
brought together in the first place 
by the medical practitioners in a 
locality; the manner in which it 
should be further prosecuted would 
depend upon the subject, but re- 
search into fundamental problems 
would still continue to be conducted 
through the university and the Med- 
ical Research Council. A national 
organization of laboratories in touch 
with every branch of the health 
services would, it is believed, pro- 
vide opportunity for systematic in- 
vestigation and team work. The di- 
rector of the health services labo- 
ratory at the university center 
would be in a position to start ma- 
chinery for the intensve investiga- 
tion of any urgent problem, and 
with the goqdwill of the general prac- 
titioners the investigation would in- 
clude cases never available in the 
wards of a hospital. In particular, 
the earliest stages of disease might 
be made the subject of organized 
research, which, it is hoped, might 
be subsidized and perhaps super- 
vised by the Medical Research 
Council. 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

We record with regret the death 
of Harmon Northrop Morse, for 



forty-four years associate and pro- 
fessor of chemistry at the Johns 
Hopkins University; of Samuel 
James Meltzer, head of the depart- 
ment of physiology and pharma- 
cology of the Rockefeller Institute 
for Medical Research; of Arthur 
Searle, professor emeritus of astron- 
omy at Harvard University; of 
Isadore Dyer, dean of the medical 
school of Tulane University; of 
Yves Delage, professor of zoology 
at the Sorbonne, Paris, and of Sven 
Leonhard Tornquist, professor of 
geology at Lund. 

Nobel prizes have been awarded 
to Dr. Jules Bordet, professor of 
bacteriology at Brussels, and Dr. 
August Krogh, professor of physi- 
ology at Copenhagen. — Professor 
Stephen Moulton Babcock, of the 
University of Wisconsin, inventor 
of the Babcock test for determining 
the amount of butter fat in milk, 
reached his seventy-seventh birth- 
day on October 22, and in honor of 
the event and of his work a univer- 
sity convocation was held. Profes- 
sor Babcock is engaged in active 
work in his laboratory. 

The International Congress of 
Mathematicians at the Strasbourg 
meeting accepted the invitation pre- 
sented by Professor Leonard E. 
Dickson to hold the next congress in 
New York in 1924.— At the Inter- 
national Congress of Physiologists, 
held in Paris, it was resolved, on the 
invitation of Sir E. Sharpey Scha- 
fer, to hold the next meeting in 
Edinburgh in 1923. 



